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New courses 
We’re just putting the final touches to the programme of courses we’re going to be running in January with the 
Workers Educational Association. We’re pleased to announce that there’ll be a new course on offer this time round 
too: Poetry and Song which will teach the art of songwriting and giving people the chance to perform their finished 
pieces. Playing music and learning new skills is fun, challenging and very rewarding so if you are looking to do 
something new then please get in touch. Remember, the courses are for people aged 19 and above and the tuition is 
free to those in receipt of or dependent on someone in receipt of any means tested benefit and the good news is that 
the £3 admin fee has now been scrapped so it is totally FREE! For those who are waged, 20 hour courses (run over 
10 weeks) are £43.00 which works out at £2.15 per hour of tuition. These are the ones coming up: 
 
Ableton Live – The industry standard music production software used in the entire creative music making process 
from writing to performance, as well as a DJ and recording tool!  Starts Wednesday 16th January 
 
Introduction to Guitar – Starting from the very beginning this course will teach you the basics from playing chords 
and simple songs Starts Monday 14th January 
 
Developing Your Guitar Playing – so now you have the basics, this course will give you more complex skills to 
construct your own songs Starts Monday 14th January 
 
Introduction to Live Sound Engineering— whether you’re in a band and want to know how to get the most from a 
sound engineer or want to become a sound engineer this will give you the perfect platform to understand more about 
sound and the practicalities of setting up a PA and getting the best sound for a live gig Starts Tuesday 15th 
January (runs on Tuesdays and Thursdays over 10 sessions) 
 
Let Us Gig—If you play an instrument or sing already but are looking to meet others to create new bands and acts 
then we will be able to provide all the support to make this happen. Starts w/b 14th Jan 
 
Sing YOUR Song - Use your voice with increased confidence and enjoyment, and get to sing live in front of an 
audience. Starts Tuesday 15th January 
 
Poetry & Song—Introduction to the art of poetry and song writing whatever you’re preferred style and to perform 
your work within a supportive and inspiring learning environment. Starts w/b 14th Jan 
 
The Rock & Roll Clinic—find out the inside track on the music industry and get to ask all those burning questions 
on contracts and how to get a deal, touring, marketing and much more to give your music that vital head start. Starts 
Wednesday 16th January 
 
If you’d like to attend please call us on 0113-244-2773 or e-mail courses@clothcatleeds.org.uk and leave your 
details. Please check the website for the latest information at www.clothcatleeds.org.uk 
 
We’ve also started a Facebook events page for the courses which you can find here: www.facebook.com/
events/142426489239930/ 



Make Noise UK 
 
On 20th November we were involved in a unique project called Make Noise UK which was run throughout the 
country with Heavenly Records and the European Recycling Platform (ERP). Heavenly are a long established 
international record label with artists such as Saint Etienne, Doves, The Magic Numbers and Edwyn Collins on 
their roster. The project aimed to raise awareness of recycling electronic equipment, and wanted to include Cloth 
Cat in the project in Leeds. The project as a whole encompassed a 5 date UK tour taking in Bristol, Belfast, Glas-
gow and London as well as here in Leeds. 
 

Heavenly had developed an online ‘bin’ where major artists such as The Chemical Brothers, Hot Chip, Under-
world, Justin Robertson, Andrew Weatherall ,Benga, Skream donated samples, basslines, drum sounds or other 
pieces which our Ableton Live students, at a special workshop we arranged at The Cardigan Centre, were able 
to manipulate and recycle to create brand new tunes, with the help of the Heavenly crew and Radio 1’s Benji B 
who had also kindly given up his time to be part of the project. Have a listen to some of the donated pieces 
here:https://soundcloud.com/makenoiseuk/sets 

 
After the session we all went down to Wire Club in Leeds City 
Centre to experience some of the Heavenly artists such as Kid-
nap Kid as well as Benji B who also played a lively set.    
 
 

Entry to the club was free on the donation of some piece of bro-
ken electronic device at the door which could then be recycled. 
Everyone had photos taken with their donated item and with 
£5.00 for each item being donated to Cloth Cat to buy new equip-
ment the event raised a staggering £1500! We just wanted to say 
a massive thank you to Heavenly, ERP and Benji (who were all 
really friendly) for giving us this amazing opportunity to be in-
volved in such an inspiring project and raising money for Cloth 
Cat. You can find more info about the project here:  
http://www.facebook.com/makenoiseuk A Heavenly evening at The Cardigan Centre! 

Thanks for supporting Cloth Cat 

Cloth Cat would also like to say a massive ‘thank you’ to everyone who is helping and 
supporting us so that we can help those who are living in the most disadvantage around Leeds 
in these difficult times. Jonathon Vipond who has developed the Music Nation project has been 
running regular guitar masterclasses with any profits made being donated to Cloth Cat. Also 
Maddy Hill has been donating money raised from selling her craft creations which is brilliant and 
really appreciated! Find out more about her work here: http://madimaginations.blogspot.co.uk/ 

Localgiving.com are running an initiative to help support charities who are registered with them. 
As one of those charities we are eligible to benefit from the ‘Grow Your Tenner’ scheme. They’ll 
match the first £10 of every donation made So, if you give £10, we’ll grow it to £20. If you claim 
Gift Aid, it becomes £22.50! And to celebrate the launch of our new regular monthly donation 
feature, we’ll match the first three donations (up to £30) when you sign up to a give monthly. 

So, if you give £10 every month, we’ll match the first £30. 
Add in Gift Aid and your initial £30 donation becomes 
£67.50. 
 
You can find Cloth Cat on Localgiving.com at 
www.localgiving.com/charity/clothcatleeds where there’s more information about how the 
scheme works and how you can support Cloth Cat. 



Instrumental 
 
Cloth Cat is involved in the Instrumental project which raises awareness of mental health projects 
around Leeds and raises funds for them. Not only are we running the events at Swarthmore but we 
have embarked on a monthly night at the wonderful Inkwell Arts in Chapel Allerton. This runs on 
the first Friday of every month so the next one will be on Friday 7th December. They feature more 
acoustically based acts rather than the full bands which we 
showcase at Swarthmore. 
 
On the bill for the next Instrumental at Inkwell are:  
Matt Bentley   www.mattbentley.co.uk/  
The Black Socks  www.youtube.com/user/
TheBlacksocks  
The Disguises  www.facebook.com/
TheDisguisesMusic 
Joe Kemp   http://www.thesoulcirclegang.co.uk/ 
Steph Stephenson http://www.stephstephenson.com/ 
 
Doors open at 6.30pm and the night finishes at 11.00pm. 
There will be a bar with very reasonably priced alcoholic 
and non-alcoholic drinks. It is £3.00 entry on the door.  
 
Any money which is raised will go towards developing a 
songwriting course for people with mental health issues and 
which will be run at Inkwell. The following Instrumental at 
Inkwell will take place on Friday 4th January. 
 
The next Instrumental at Swarthmore will be on Saturday 
16th March 2013 

Leeds Music Trust and Cloth Cat Christmas Party! 
 
On Friday 7th December we’re having a Christmas party 
which will be taking place at The Holbeck Working Men’s 
Club (the oldest working men’s club in the country 
apparently!), just around the corner from Old Chapel Studios 
where we’re based. Thanks to Mark and the LMT crew who 
have organised this and I’m sure will prove to be really good 
fun. The theme is Stars In Your Eyes with many of those 
bands you love who play around Leeds, performing as 
someone completely different. 
 
Doors open at 6.00pm with the show starting at 7pm and it’s 
£5.00 in on the door so please come down. The address for 
the club is: 
 
Jenkinson Lawn, Holbeck, Leeds LS11 9QX  
 
The no. 55 bus is the one which goes closest to the Club. 
 
Hope to see you there!  



The Cloth Cat ‘Mos Eisley Cantina’ Open Mic Night 
 
The Open Mic evenings are drawing to a close for 2012. 
We have the last ‘proper’ Open Mic on Thursday 13th 
December when Animals of the Carnival will be the 
headlining act. To get a flavour of their music you can hear 
them here: https://soundcloud.com/animals-of-the-carnival 
If you’d like to perform this will be your last chance at the 
Chemic Tavern this year so please come on down and 
make it a really great night, we’d love to see you! If you 
would like to have a go at playing on stage, just turn up 
and put your name down with Oliver Knight who’ll be 
compering on the night. 
 
On Thursday 20th December we’ll be having our annual 
pre-Christmas Mos Eisley Special named Yoda’s Xmas 
Music Box and will feature a varied selection of the bands 
who have headlined during the past 12 months. To kick off 
the night though we’ll also be running the showcase and 
culmination of the Sing Your Song course which we’ve 
been running at the Swarthmore Educational Centre. 
 

Doors open at 7.30pm pm and the evening closes at 1am.  
 
In traditional Mos Eisley style, the night will be free entry 
but we’ll doing a whipround for the bands 
 
The Mos Eisley Cantina will return to The Chemic Tavern on Thursday 10th January. Headlining acts 
coming up in the new year include: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
That’s it for now, but don’t forget you can catch up with us on our website at 
www.clothcatleeds.org.uk and you can join our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
ClothCatLeeds and follow us at Twitter @clothcatleeds We’ve also got a fundraising page at 
www.localgiving.com/charity/clothcatleeds 
 
Have a great Christmas and New Year and don’t forget to look after each other! 
 
Cheers, Mike and Cloth Cat 
 
 

10th January The Black Sox 

17th January Traveller  

24th  January Gallica  

31st January Amy Claro  

   

14th February The Sentimentalists 

21st  February Jon Scully & Troy Fraid 

28th February The Mystery Snake Orchestra 


